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Friend in the Country,
-Attempting a Solution of the

Scruples& Objections of

a Confcientions or Religious

- Nature,commonly made
“againft the New Way of
receiving the Small-Pox.

Bya MiNisTeRrin BosTtow. ~

Luse 6. 9. Then faid Fefus unto them, L will afk you one
thing, 1S 1T LAWFULL TO SAVE LIFE, OR
TO DESTROY IT'2 ' S S TN

A&s 5. 38, 30. And now I [ay unto you, Refrain from
thefe Men, and let them alone : for if this counfel, or
this workbe of Men, it will come to morght - But ifit
be of GOD, ye canrot overthrow it 5 left haply ye be
found even 1o fight againft GOD.

BOSTON : Printed by S. KNeeLaND, fof
- S. Gergiss, at his Shop in Corn-Hill,
TR Rt T o ¢ of 5o @ Y '
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"To my Fricnd in the Country.

S1 g,

%7 = HE new Method of receiving the
D@}i Small-Pox by lzcifion (or Inocu-
“%2\ lation as ’tis 'commonly - call’d )
: has been, you know, the Subjett
5 notionly of plentiful Difcourfe,
1 O = but:of angry Debate and fierce
Contention among us in this Town. And it
is a very unhappy Circumftance attending us
here, that almoft every thing that is now
done or doing among us, if it be at all of a
-publick nature, creates Heats and Animofities.
Lam in hopes our good People will by and by
~be fenfible of the folly and mifchief of this,
~and come to fuch a Temper as will fuffer them
' .to differ from, one another withour being
argry with one another. In the mean time,

I hope that the People in other Towns where
iy A2 ’ L the
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the Diltemper has made its Entrance, will pre-
Heive a bertérflémper, iff dny arhong: them .
“fhould pat tiris Merhod into Prattice. 3

% " HoweyBr® fome among us may appear
~ tagainft it out of Party and Prejudice, of make
“an Engine of -iv to ferve Defigns, not friendly
to the Peace and true Intereft of the Place,
yet there are many who are Confcientioufly
averde to,it, I believe s and, if thele preferve
the Meckarfsof Wifdom, they ‘are (as a vy
Reverend Perfon has lately faid of them) -
greatly to be commended and honour’d in
that they will not at againft a doubting
Con{cience. ; A
I perceive that the Scruples and Obje&tions
comimonly offer’d by Peéple here, have fuéh
a force upon your Mind, ‘as ‘Keeps you from
| going inre sthis Method ‘which may be yout
“Safery -and’ Prefervation. “Now Friendfbip;:
(the Officesiot” Which thould be facredly re-'
“garded by us,)obliges e to attempt to Ie-.
Fieve and help you, in 2 Macter whereln
out /ife, fo-precious init felf, and deferv-
‘edly dedr to me, is fo- fauch concerned, !

For Satisfaltion abotit the Safery of - this
Method in af ordinary iy of Providence,
“Aeogether with the Eofinefs of it, 1 refer 'y‘én ’
rto thie Obfervitions on it made and publifh’d
“bthe Reverend Mr. Cobman 5 of the greateft

. . part of which Marters of Fa& by him related,
\  “I have my felf been an Eye witnels. ;

wr o e asincra b B &

SRS - W



Byt that which you want Satisfation
about is, the Scruples and, Objeétions of a
Confeientious ot Religious Nature, which ate
commonly: offerd ; by People, againft rhis,
Mechod.  Thefe; I fhall endeavour to anfwer
and refolve, as am able, -ina few words;
and if they afford -you any’ Light or, .Satis:,
ta&ion refpefting the fame, you may coml-;
municate them to whom: you | pleafe ; and.
ifyiv fhovld -be tho’t worth;while to -make,
. them  public, I ghink none: can; cenfure,me:
for ftarting out of my Line, orimedling w.j-tth;j
whatis none of my Bofinefs, fince the, thing;
I.am . now ' upon : relatés, to' Religion,jand,
Confcience. SOR T8

Ml rl 9l Wb : .

Oxne great thing urg'd againft this Praltice,
18y ckhat 11 38 nor lowful for, me 16 make my, felf;
Sick when 1am well: Or voluntarily 1o hrigg, |
Diftemper upon wy felf.  To  bring Sicknefs,
#pon ones  felf for its own fake,]is. what; no,
| Manf in his lﬂght Wil;s WO_lll'd, d(}, 0 But tQ’:rmk@.:
my. felf 8ick in'fuch-a way, as may probably
fesve my Health, and fave my 'Life, and withy
fuch a Defign is certaiuly fitting and Reafona-.
ble, and therefore lawful. - This is every day:
prattisd; among People withowt any Scruplcyy
in' Purges' and Vomits, and other ithings- in;
Medical Ufe.. Now, if Fmay lawfully make
my, felf Sick by taking domething«in at my
Mowth, why not by 'putting fomechigg 'in. at
my (Arm ¢ - Or, it I may lawfully make my-
felf Sick for. oneday, why not for tuwo days;.

e : oL
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or more, as the Cafe may fequire’ ? TAye, |
but this is to bring a Diflemper upon my felf.’
T think it can bardly be calld bringing it upon
my felf, when the Cafe is fo with me, ( not
having had the Diftemper, and living in an
infefted Air ) that 1 cant but expet to
undergo it in a very little time. 1 know "
indeed GOD can preferve me from ‘the In-
fe&tion, but when my Neighbours all' round
me are vifited, I know of no Warranr that any
particdlarPerfon hasto expe& an exrrdordinary” |
Preférvation. He that has no reafon to' think,’
but that he isas liable to the Small-Foxas other
people are, and  yer keeps in the Way of iit,
expetting that God will preferve bim untouch'd,
however fome may give it the Name of Truft
and Faith,and the like, I cannot but look updn
it and’ call it Prefumption. In fhere, T can’t’
but think, when I am in fuch Circumftances, .
that T cannot rationally nor warrantably expet’
to efcape the Diftemper, it isthez lawful for*
me t6 bring upon my feif a leffor Degree of it,”
to prevent a greater. Tl put the Cafe thus,”
1F T have not had the Small-Pox, itis to be fup-'
pafed, there is in my body, what ‘111 ‘calt the’
Fuel of that Diftemper, and' there only wants'
the lighting of @ Spark to fet this Fuel on’
burning. The Air 1 breathi in is full of tliefe
Sparks ; and I'may expect every Breaih'[ fereb!
16 draw fome of them in :'If now it'appears!
upon daily Experience;  that’ making an Tn-s
cifion inmy Arm, and letting'the Spark inthat!
way, the Fiel will burn with “lefs ﬁﬂce‘hei:zf
v and
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and confequently danger ; why may’nt I take
it in that way ? Why muft I needs fay till
it come in at my Mouth or Noflrils, or thro’
fome of the porous Parts of my body ? For
my part, I think the Law of Se/f-Prefervasion,
which is GOD's Lew, requires me to take this
Method of 8afety, whereby (to ufec the apt
Words of another,) the Difeafe is, thro’ GOD’s
common Bleffing; happily converted into a
Remedy.

WHAT then, will you not wait GOD’s Time
Jor it 2 They ask, [ think then 15 1he Time
‘Providence calls me to this Method of Safety,
when I am’in imminent and immediate dangex
of the Diftemper the other way. * Should
any one go into the E&ice of Inoculation,
out of a fancy or B o, without his being
in- known hazard. of the Diftemper by the
common way of Infection, I thould not ‘think
#t warrantable. . But zhen s GOD'’s time for
us to ufe means of Safety,  when we are in
a pflzrem danger of any deadly or deftruttive

Vil : I

Buy then, tis ask’d again, What can’t you
17uftGOD ¢—Is{uppofe every body will alf(l)w
that the Ule of Means is not inconfiftent with
Truft in GOD ;5 and why there can’t be Truft
in GOD in the Ufe of #his means, as well as
other, I cai notimagine. Why, it is a going
from GOD 10 Man, fome {fay. What then,
can’t we make Ufe of Men and Means inatime
‘of danger without going from GOD 2 If any,
\ by A 3 likg



{ike Aya, look tothe Phyfician, andinorotoighs
LORD.theyare!'very irreligious .and s profa e
thereim: Bur'it"any do prizeipally and inthe* |
firlt place feek to.GOD, 'may they inot then

innocently and lawfully make ufe df. vhe baft

bumane belp' the Providence 6f GOD  affords

them 2.1 muft profefs and declarelon the part
of many of the Inoculated, that: shey and
their [Friends concern’d in them, 'have gone
into the Pratice with many Prayers to1 GO,
and other fuitable expreflions of Truft and
‘Devotion, toi Wi S edy ToJA 0

- Bu#t fill fome fay, this Pratife looks 1o,
them  like “zaking: Gods Work niour. of His
Diand. 22 Indéed > this Diftemper!! €an- arreft

none: ' without -a:. miffion ' from> God.
But' yer it is 'not itted by God’s' 2=
ediare band 5 we'receive it in'a ‘zararal'way,

‘and' by means of fecond Caufes 5 and 'this we do
in' the:Way of Inoculation, as well as of common
Infetion. I 'we have the Small Pox in either
of thefé ways, itis’ ftill the Work of God::
For all fecond Caufes depend on and att undet
Him the firft Caufe.. And, the Application of
Means naturalfor this or.thar €nd, 75 it norian
dApplication to the God of nature ? 1f' God docs
not co-operate by His eifual Providénce can the.
Effet be produe’d ? - For, who s 'he that foidls,
and it cometh topafS, when: the Lord commandeth
“#romor » \What is thererot thie 'hand: or pocoen of
Mancin this Work, afrer the Incifion is made
and the ~matrer apply’d: »/'The willaik

L
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ftill left wirth God; and we muft wait upon Him
for His attual Influence and Blefling, even as
the Husbhandman does for.the Rain and Shines
of Heavenyafter vhe Seed is thrown into ‘the
Earth. . Y b ! ) i i
But the Small Pox is a Fudgment of God,
Jent to punifb-and bumble ws for our Sins 5 and
what fhall we foevade it, and think 1o turn it a-
way from us ¢ I fully agree'tojit, thavicis,a
- fore:Jugdment of God upon usifor. our Sins;
- which ‘we have much deferv’d :. And. itis
~ greatly to'be Jamented that it has no bettex
 Effe& uponthe hearts of Men . But
is itUnlawful toufe means for ourPrefeyvation
frama defolating Judgment ?  Efpecially, if at
the very time that God {ends the Judgmentss
He fhews us a way to efcape the Extnemity
and Deftru€tion at leaft, if not the Touch of
it. 1f a gracious God fhews us fo much Jez-
“¢y as this ander the Judgment, does it become
“uS to put it away: from.our felves, or rather
fhould we not.accept it with Adoring Thanls
fulnefs ¢ If this Town was to fuffer.andas -
wndarion, that would be a more terrible Judg:
thent than this, and we fhould leok ;upon it
foo as'a righteous, Punithment for our: Sins 5
~werwould : any;refufe g make ufe. of a Bear,
- a.Plank that mighy providentially come. 1 bis
¥izy, thinking that to do it wounld be a crimi;
nal Fvading the Judgment 2 [ 170w mony ' oy
< 1But; fome have faid to me, This Jeibod
 Deadstiazake. off iike fears of this Dificuiper from
| kel dumds of jeaple s and who, kfows, of what
L ‘ Spiritual
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Spiritual Advantage thefe fears might be to them?
In Anfwer to it 1 ask them, Whether GOD
cannot make the Mercy of their Prefervation
and Recovery in this Way of Spiritual Advan-
tageto themalfo, and by that lead them to
Repentance ¢ And, 1 truly hope, the Salva-

tion of GOD beftow'd upon fome in #his  way,
as well as the other, will have a gracious

fanltifying Effe€t upon them, under the
powerful working of the Spiric of Grace. |
was glad to fee the ferious Frames fome of
them were in at the very time, how much
affected they feem’d to be with the favour of
GOD'to them ; what a good Profeifion of
holy Refolution, fome of them made.  And [
would take this Opportunity to call upon

them from GOD to remember the fame, and

to be daily performing their Vows.

SoME Objeit againft the Praftice sbecaufe of

the Unbappy Confequent of it among us 5 the-

Feuds and Contention, ‘Sin and Mifchief ihat it

4
!

bas occafirnd. — OF this, 1 hope, 1 am a

moutnful Spetatdt ; And it has made me

fundry times ready to take up thav Wifh, Ob |

shat Thad Wings like a Dove ! And 1 mult
- freely declare, that llook upon that Spirit

of Party and Divifion that is reigaing antong

us, to be a forer Judgment of GOD upeon us,
than the D fic miper which has{o diftrefs'd us.
But yer, I am far from thinking that the
Badnefs of the ihiig in it’s felf is to be argu’d
or inferd from - chis Lffed of it.  For does




not the fame Effeét atrend ‘many other things
unqueftionably! goed inithemfelwes 5 fuch as.
the building of Houfes for the Worfhip of
GOD, the Choice of Minifters, and of Perfons
to ferve in the Stare, &c? "~ Nay, the very
preaching of the Gofpel in the World, tho”
it be the Gofpel of Feace, and the Gofpel of
Salvation too, has been,and is, accidenrally, thro’
the Corruption of Mens hearts, and under the:
Influerce of the 'envious Enemy of Mankind,
“the Occafion:of all rhis® 3 saccording as - our
Saviour has foretold thatv it would be, fay-.
ing as Mat. 10..234}35. Think 'nor thar 1 am:
come 1o fend Peace on Eartb::il came not 1o fend
Feace but a Sword. For 1 om come 10 fer a Man:
at variance againftbis Fatber, and 1be Daughter
againft ber Moiber, and the Daughter-in-law:
againit ber Motber-in-law. "And a Mans foes
Jhall be they of bis own boufe. b %

‘Some frame anObjeétionagainft thisPraltice

" from the Decrees of GOD. They {ay that
GOD bas prederermin'd and fixcd the Feriod of
every ones life;beyord wbich nosbing fhall protratt
ity fo thar if tbis time bescome Inoenlation will -
mot fave the Perfons:life. 1Buv this  drgument
may as well be urg'd againit the Ute of all
Fbyfick, nay even of Foed asagainft thisPra€tice.
J vruly believe, as my' Bible teaches me, that
GOD has fiw'd the Period ot every ones life;
bur 1 alfo believe that He has done it with @
Regird 1o Second Caufeés, ot that Courfe of Na-
rure which:He has eltablith'd 5 1be. End and
T Ut Means



Means are determin'd together.” He that :has
fix'd inHis own Counfel how long we fhall, |
Live, hiis alfo determin’d that by {fuch -and; |
fuch means our livesfhall be continu’d to that
“Period of time. And how does any one know,
burt this is to be the appointed Means, of theig; -
Prefervation in life 2 F & ‘
SoME ‘have ask'd Whether we could affarel,
them their:lives in this Way ¢ . It is: ftrdnge;
that sany ‘fhonld put the Queftion! When!
there is none can give the Aflurance of!this:
nor in 1be 'moft ;innocenr: and comman Méans
vhat are.évery«ddy made ufeof : Why then
fhow’d they demandiic in hzs ¢ I know.of
one who died under aVomit. ‘Another,whomi
T-alfo knew, . died by pulling’out a Tooth 3.
the bleeding atithe' Gums after the Extrattion.
“of the, Tooth conld not be ftopt, and in a few.
hours he died. And for my own part, asmuch .
as I am now for Inoculation, I am not at all
fhy to fay, 'that 2 Perfon may mifcarry under
it: ‘For GOD, isiSovereign, and will keep: us
in a.dgpendance upon Him in the ufe ot all
- Means.  But if itdbe fafe under the common
Bleffing of GOD; that is fufficient to warrant
me .to 'venture upon it, when tliere is Occa-
fion.t Nay, if lonéiin-an hundred fhould die
in this way, while therc is :Demosnfirarion (as
there thew would be)ithat it is #en rimes as.
fafe as the common way of infetion. . ThisyI
humbly conceive, would be fufficient to juftify
my going into it ¢ Tho’. I muft confefs, in this.
pasticular, I:was once of another mind: .
vaasdy Bur
T N ————
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P Ay fo 100 1oy
CBuT Suppofel ron’d dicin 1be way of Ino-
Ehlarion, wopld it not make a dying howr’ very
dark 1o me, 1o think that 1 us’d means to bring
1t wpon my felf?  This is a ‘Queftion ‘I muft
confefs, has-been the mdft .feiting to me,
of any that have related to.this matter. But
“after’ the moft ferious confideration 1 have
eftow'd upon it, T thus think ; < If a Perfon

. ‘fhould di¢ under' Inoculition, he dies in the
Ufe of the molt /zkely means, he knew of, to
fave his life in a time of common. peril ; he
dies zhen in the Way of Duty, and (o in GOD's
- Way : I the Bleffing is dehy’d, he muft huth-,
bly refign this his frail Zfe unto the GOD of
it, Looking for the Mercy of our Lord TefusChrift

wnto Erernal Life, .\ :

& b e

‘THERE is'one thing 'mote faid ‘againft this
‘Pragtice, which I.am loth to take Notice' of),

* ‘becaufe of the———of it ; but it being o fre-
‘quently in theMouths of Péople, I cannot bt
-wame it. " "Tis this, that' it is originally from
theDevi/. Sute this isthe effet of Tranfpors,&ec.

I will return a better anfwer to it.than it de-
ferves. 'If it ‘be a Method of Sufery, and a
Benefir to Mankind, as hitherto it appears to
be, how came the Devil to e the Anthor of
'it?  Was he ever a' Beacfatior to Mankind ?
No: Buthe isa Murderer from the beginning.
Every Age of the Wotld produces fome e
and ufeful Difcoveries in one Profeflion, At
and Science or another: And, if this Difco-

" .
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very be referv’d for our Day, why fhould is
not be accepted iz all. places with.allThankful- |
nefs ¢ In a word,l cannot but think, it’s Ori- |
ginal ‘derivd ellewhere, becaufe. my Bible
teaches me that covery good & perfeld Gift
comes down from the Faiber of Lights, o

~ A s to that Objection of the danger of others’
catching the Diftemper of  rthe, Inoculated,
there needs only this to be faid ; That as tis
to be fuppos'd, the Pradtife will not be gone
into till the danger of Infection becomes com-
‘mon in a place,{o there, may be Methods eafily
taken to prevent its -hazarding others rhat
can’t yet_come into it. . And I think there
ought to be a prudept Care in this refpedh.

Tuus, my Friend, 1 have freely given you
my Tho'ts about this Pra&tice {0 much [poken
~ qgainft. 1 muft now leave you to judge for

your felf 5 praying GOD to fhew you his Way. |
If you come into the Prattice, I know you
will not do it in carnal Security 3 for that may
provoke GOD to deny the Bleffing, And, if
GOD pleafe ta give it the delird Succefs,
¥ou’l religioufly give Glory to Him, not only

or delivering you from Dcath, but for faving
you from fuch a bed of Corruption, as othess
have many wearifome days and nights appointed

them in ; you'l think your felf the more ob-
‘fig’d to thank and praife your &ind Pbyfician,
(f mean the Grear One) who has wro't your
Cure by o gensle a Method.

1)
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T have no more tb add but my Prayets, that

ou and I may bemade meet for, and, in-

ODrs time, bro’t fafe to, that World where
there fhall be 7o more Sicknefs, nor any morg
Death ; where Sin, and all the pénal Confe-
quences of it, fhall be done away for ever.

I am,
Your hearty Friend & Servant.

Bofton, Novemb,
aoth. 1721
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	A letter to a friend in the country, attempting a solution of the scruples and objections of conscientious or religious nature, commonly made against the new way of receiving the small-pox
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